Town of Chebeague Island

, : 9 192 North Road
ok Chebeague Island, ME 04017
www.townofchebeagueisland.org

Date: XXXXXX
Owner: Via U.S. Mail
Chebeague Island, ME 04017

Parcel ID: XX XX
Located at: X XXX

NOTICE OF VIOLATION

Dear Property Owner,

The Town of Chebeague Island has received complaints regarding Automobile Graveyard or
more commonly known as junk yards at numerous locations across the island. We would like
to work with property owners who may fall under this category. Working under the direction
of the Town Administrator and Board of Selectmen I have been instructed to notify all
properties on the island whom may be in violation of Title 30-A MRSA, Section 3751-3760
State Junkyard Statue. Below is the State statue which includes the definition.

Automobile graveyard. "Automobile graveyard"” means a yard, field or other outdoor area
used to store 3 or more unregistered or uninspected motor vehicles, as defined in Title 29-A,
section 101, subsection 42, or parts of the vehicles. "Automobile graveyard" includes an area
used for automobile dismantling, salvage and recycling operations.

A. "Automobile graveyard" does not include:

(1) An area used for temporary storage of vehicles or vehicle parts by an establishment or
place of business that is primarily engaged in doing vehicle repair work to make repairs to
render a motor vehicle serviceable. In order for a vehicle's storage to be considered
temporary, it must be removed firom the site within 180 calendar days of'its receipt;

(2) An area used by an automobile hobbyist to store, organize, restore or display antique
autos, antique motorcycles, classic vehicles, horseless carriages, reconstructed vehicles,
street rods or parts of these vehicles as these vehicles are defined in Title 29-A, section 101
as long as the hobbyist's activities comply with all applicable federal and state statutes and
rules and municipal ordinances, other than ordinances that are more restrictive than this
subsection regarding the storage of vehicles or vehicle parts that are collected by a hobbyist,
except that a municipal ordinance may require areas used by an automobile hobbyist to
comply with the screening requirements in section 3754-A, subsection 1, paragraph A and
the standards in section 3754-A, subsection 5, paragraph A, paragraph B, subparagraph (1)
and paragraph C. For the purposes of this subparagraph, an automobile hobbyist is a person
who is not primarily engaged in the business of selling any of those vehicles or parts fiom
those vehicles;

(3) An area used for the parking or storage of vehicles, vehicle parts or equipment intended
Jor use by a municipality, quasi-municipal entity or state or federal agency,

(4) An area used for the storage of operational farm tractors and related farm equipment, log
skidders, logging tractors or other vehicles exempted from registration under Title 29-4,
chapter 5;
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(5) An area used for the parking or storage of vehicles or equipment being offered for sale by
a dealer, equipment dealer, trailer dealer or vehicle auction business as defined in Title 29-
A, section 851,

(6) An area used for the storage of vehicles by an establishment or place of business that is
primarily engaged in business as a new vehicle dealer as defined in Title 29-A, section 851,
(7) An area used for temporary storage of vehicles by an establishment or place of business
that is primarily engaged in business as an insurance salvage pool. In order for a vehicle's
storage to be considered temporary under this subparagraph, the vehicle must be removed
from the site within 180 days of receipt of title by the business; or

(8) An area used for the parking or storage of operational commercial motor vehicles,
special equipment or special mobile equipment as defined in Title 29-A, section 101 that is
temporarily out of service but is expected to be used by the vehicle or equipment owner or by
an operator designated by the owner. This subsection does not exempt an area used for the
parking or storage of equipment or vehicles that are not operational while stored or parked
in the area. [PL 2005, c. 424, §1 (AMD).]

Currently the Town seeks to work with you towards a resolution of this violation
through voluntary compliance. Please either call or email me so we can discuss further,
and you can propose a timeline and a plan to come into compliance. We would like to
also express this is not singling out any individuals. We have a list and if more our
reported or discovered those property owners will also be getting this same letter.

Unless this violation is corrected in an agreed upon reasonable timeframe, the Town may be
forced to pursue enforcement action including legal action in the Maine District Court. If the
Town is the prevailing party in enforcement litigation, a lien may be filed against the property
and you may be liable for the Town legal fees and costs plus civil penalties. Fines can be up
to $2500 per day and per violation.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.

Respectfully Submitted,

James D. Butler Jr.

Code Enforcement Officer
Codeoffice@townofchebeagueisland.org
207-357-2551-Cell

Cc: Town Administrator
Town of Chebeague Island Selectmen
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Hello,
Thanks for the note. The State Junkyard Law does state the following:

1. Automobile graveyard. "Automobile graveyard" means a yard, field or other outdoor area used to store 3 or more
unregistered or uninspected motor vehicles, as defined in Title 29-A, section 101, subsection 42, or parts of the vehicles. "Automobile
graveyard" includes an area used for automobile dismantling, salvage and recycling operations.

A. "Automobile graveyard" does not include:

(1) An area used for temporary storage of vehicles or vehicle parts by an establishment or place of business that is primarily engaged in
doing vehicle repair work to make repairs to render a motor vehicle serviceable. In order for a vehicle's storage to be considered
temporary, it must be removed from the site within 180 calendar days of its receipt;

(2) An area used by an automobile hobbyist to store, organize, restore or display antique autos, antique motorcycles, classic vehicles,
horseless carriages, reconstructed vehicles, street rods or parts of these vehicles as these vehicles are defined in Title 29-A, section 101
as long as the hobbyist's activities comply with all applicable federal and state statutes and rules and municipal ordinances, other than
ordinances that are more restrictive than this subsection regarding the storage of vehicles or vehicle parts that are collected by a hobbyist,
except that a municipal ordinance may require areas used by an automobile hobbyist to comply with the screening requirements in
section 3754-A, subsection 1, paragraph A and the standards in section 3754-A, subsection 5, paragraph A, paragraph B, subparagraph
(1) and paragraph C. For the purposes of this subparagraph, an automobile hobbyist is a person who is not primarily engaged in the
business of selling any of those vehicles or parts from those vehicles;

(3) An area used for the parking or storage of vehicles, vehicle parts or equipment intended for use by a municipality, quasi-municipal
entity or state or federal agency;

(4) An area used for the storage of operational farm tractors and related farm equipment, log skidders, logging tractors or other vehicles
exempted from registration under Title 29-A, chapter 5;

(5) An area used for the parking or storage of vehicles or equipment being offered for sale by a dealer, equipment dealer, trailer dealer
or vehicle auction business as defined in Title 29-A, section 851;

(6) An area used for the storage of vehicles by an establishment or place of business that is primarily engaged in business as a new
vehicle dealer as defined in Title 29-A, section 851;

(7) An area used for temporary storage of vehicles by an establishment or place of business that is primarily engaged in business as an
insurance salvage pool. In order for a vehicle's storage to be considered temporary under this subparagraph, the vehicle must be removed
from the site within 180 days of receipt of title by the business; or

(8) An area used for the parking or storage of operational commercial motor vehicles, special equipment or special mobile equipment
as defined in Title 29-A, section 101 that is temporarily out of service but is expected to be used by the vehicle or equipment owner or
by an operator designated by the owner. This subsection does not exempt an area used for the parking or storage of equipment or vehicles
that are not operational while stored or parked in the area. [PL 2005, c. 424, §1 (AMD).]

Below is the link to the entire statue.

https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/30-A/title30-Asec3752.html

In other municipalities | have been apart of trying to “Clean up” some properties by gaining voluntary
compliance. We did this by generating a list of properties that were in violation of the State statue. Then send
them a letter making the owners aware of this. Then ask for them to get back in touch with us to make a game
plan to get it cleaned up. Typically this gets some compliance but there are always people that ignore it. If we
get ignored then we can send another certified letter. If again no communication then we could bring it to the
select board and discuss it and then we can began the legal process.

If the select board would like me to work from Kim'’s list then | could work on the letter and get it out in the next
few weeks.

Any questions please let me know.
Thanks

Jim Butler



Tax Acquired Property Committee

Zoom Meeting November 12, 2020

The meeting concerned lot 103-8 which the town is in the process of foreclosing
for nonpayment of taxes. The question is what to do with the property. The
usual possibilities are to hold, sell, or find a use appropriate to the Town. The
Town’s TAP Policy sets a minimum price at auction of the assessed value-560,000
plus. Given to wet nature of the property (0.73 acres) would preclude a sale for
the minimum price.

‘We suggest that the property be evaluated for possible use as a fire pond with
parking for a truck. Further, that since the Town owns the property, that the
drainage work associated with the abutters be continued across the property.

At the conclusion of the suggested work, we suggest that the Town Assessor

review the property as to its value for possible sale.

Respectfully submitted
Jay Corson




