
Town of Chebeague Island 
192 North Road 

Chebeague Island, ME  04017 

Phone: 207-846-3148 www.townofchebeagueisland.org Fax-207-846-6413 
 
   

Board of Selectmen Meeting Notice, 

August 8, 2018 
 

 

The Board of Selectmen will hold a Meeting and Public Workshop for 
Capital Planning Annual Process on Wednesday,  

August 8, 2018 at the Chebeague Island Hall at 6:00 PM 
 

 
I. Call Public Meeting to Order 

 
 

II. Workshop-Public Workshop for Capital Planning Annual Process 
 

III. Public Comment for items not on the agenda 

 

IV. Regular Business 
 

18-121 Capital Planning 
To take any action from Capital Planning Workshop 

 
 18-122 Memorandum of Understanding 

 To consider a draft MOU between the Chebeague Recreation Center and       
Town regarding the contribution voted at Town Meeting for Kid’s Place. 

 18-123 Bennett’s Cove Committee. 

 To consider a request to form a Bennett’s Cove Committee 

 18-124 Fireworks Ordinance 

 To consider a draft Fireworks Ordinance. 

 18-125 Sunset Landing 

 To hear an update from the subcommittee’s conference call with Collins    
Engineering on July 31, 2018. 

18-126 Firehouse Road Drainage Project 
To approve the drainage plan for Firehouse Road. 

18-127 School Renovation Project 
To consider a draft memorandum regarding the change order process 

 



Town of Chebeague Island 
192 North Road 

Chebeague Island, ME  04017 

Phone: 207-846-3148 www.townofchebeagueisland.org Fax-207-846-6413 
 

 

V. Town Reports 
    Town Administrator 

    Town Treasurer  

VI. Communications 

 
VII. Review and approve prior meeting minutes of July 25, 2018 

 

VIII. Approval of Expense Warrant(s) 
 

IX. Other Business 
 

X. Adjourn Meeting 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

For Financial Support of Kid’s Place Between 

The Board of Selectmen 

192 North Road 

Chebeague Island, ME  04017 

And 

The Chebeague Recreation Center (CRC) 

382 North Road 

Chebeague Island, ME  04017 

 

 

 

The purpose of this memorandum of understanding is to clarify the intent of The Town of 

Chebeague Island and the Chebeague Island Recreation Center (CRC) with respect to funding 

raised for Kid’s Place at the June 2018 annual town meeting. 

 

CRC occupies facilities located on town parcel I06-31A. CRC is organized as a not for profit 

corporation under 501(c)(3). CRC operates under a contract zone. 

 

In a letter dated 2/26/2017, the CRC requested additional funds to help keep Kid’s Place 

operating. The Board of Selectmen responded by placing the following article on the 2018 

annual town meeting warrant: 

 
“Article 38: To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Chebeague Recreation Center - Kids 

Place ( 4600-3168),and authorize the Board of Selectmen to disburse the full amount upon execution of a 

Memorandum of Understanding to be drafted.” 

 

The town meeting approved $20,000. 
 

 

Part 1: The $20,000 raised in this article is to be use by CRC to offset operating costs of Kid’s 

Place for FY2018 and will be accounted for under the CRC’s Kid’s Place cost center and 

will be provided to Board as specified in an existing MOU (signed July 22, 2015). 

Part 2: The parties agree that after the contribution is transferred to CRC the CRC Board of 

Directors is solely responsible for dispersals and accounting. 

Part 3: The CRC agrees to enter into discussions with the Board of Selectmen in FY2018 to 

review Kid’s Place governing structure in an effort to assure the sustainability of this 

important service. 

Part 4: The disbursement of the funds will be in addition to the contribution already made to 

CRC in two installments of $10,000. 
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Revocation: 

The terms of this memorandum are unilaterally revocable by either party in 30 days after written 

notice of such intent to revoke has been delivered to an appropriate representative of each other 

party. 

 

Modification: 

This agreement may be changed or amended provided both parties ratify the changed document. 

 

Authorization: 

This agreement will become effective immediately upon execution of this agreement and will 

remain in effect until it is revoked. Authorizations for the signatures given below are by majority 

vote of the associated governing board or committee. 

 

 

Board of Selectmen   Chebeague Recreation Center 

     

     
Herb Maine (chair) Date  (president) Date 

     
Jay Corson Date   Date 

     
David Hill Date   Date 

     
Jean-Louis Beaupre Date   Date 

     
Mark Dyer Date   Date 

 





Herb: 

Attached is the result of my research and drafting of a fireworks ordinance. 

You’ll note that I’m suggesting a two-stage process for Town Meeting:  First, to 

determine if the Town wants to ban fireworks altogether, and second to determine 

if the Town wants to adopt a usage ordinance if they don’t want to ban them 

outright. 

If either of the two warrant articles passes, I’ve included a note that we need to 

notify the Office of the State Fire Marshal of our decision. 

The fireworks ban is lifted from the Town of Yarmouth, while the usage ordinance 

is adapted from the Town of Long Island. 

I’ve also included lists of Maine towns that either ban or restrict the use of 

fireworks.  A total of 97 out of 455 do so. 

Finally, I’ve included the relevant state statutes referenced in the Yarmouth 

ordinance and the state’s “General Guide to Consumer Fireworks Use,” which 

would control if we do nothing. 

In my conversations with Brian Dudley from Long Island, I asked about 

enforcement.  He replied, “We had four permit requests for private firework 

displays this year.  We inform our summer time Sheriff of the location of each so 

he is aware in the event of any problems.  Other than the fact that they are loud and 

annoying, especially to families with babies and toddlers, we have had no 

problems.” 

Best wishes, 

David 



DRAFT ARTICLES FOR TOWN MEETING 

Article X: Shall an ordinance entitled “PROHIBITION OF SALE OR USE 

OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS,” identified in Exhibit A, be enacted.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Explanation: This ordinance prohibits the sale or use of consumer fireworks 

except as allowed under a fireworks display permit issued by the State of 

Maine pursuant to Title 8 MRSA Section 227-A.  

 

Article Y: Contingent on the defeat of Article X, shall an ordinance entitled 

“CONSUMER FIREWORKS ORDINANCE,” and identified in Exhibit B, be 

enacted? 

     Explanation:  If Article X fails and the Town votes to allow the sale or use 

of consumer fireworks, this ordinance controls the use of such fireworks, 

limiting the days and locations when and where they may be used.   

     If Article X passes, and the Town votes to prohibit the sale or use of 

consumer fireworks, this article will be declared null and void and will not be 

voted upon. 

 

 

 

NOTE:   

Title 8: AMUSEMENTS AND SPORTS 
Chapter 9-A: FIREWORKS 

 §223-A. Sale of consumer fireworks 

2. Municipalities.   The legislative body of a municipality may adopt an ordinance 

to prohibit or restrict the sale or use of consumer fireworks within the municipality. 

Municipalities that prohibit or restrict the sale or use of consumer fireworks shall provide 

to the Office of the State Fire Marshal a copy of the relevant restriction or prohibition 

within 60 days of adoption.  

 

 

 



PROHIBITION OF SALE OR USE OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS 

 

Section 1. Purpose 

 No person shall use, sell, possess with the intent to sell or offer for sale consumer 
fireworks within the Town of Chebeague Island or from any watercraft within the waters 
of the Town of Chebeague Island except as hereinafter provided. 
 
Section 2. Definitions 

i. For the purposes of this ordinance, “consumer fireworks” shall have the 
same meaning as provided in Title 8 MRSA Section 221-A. The term 
consumer fireworks does not include toy pistols, toy canes, toy guns or 
other devices in which paper caps or plastic caps containing 25/100 
grains or less of explosive compound are used if they are constructed so 
that the hand cannot come in contact with the cap when in place for the 
explosion, toy pistol paper caps or plastic caps that contain less than 
20/100 grains of explosive mixture, sparklers that do not contain 
magnesium chlorates or perchlorates or signal, antique or replica 
cannons if no projectile is fired. 
 

ii. This section shall not apply to a person issued a fireworks display permit 
issued by the State of Maine pursuant to Title 8 MRSA Section 227-A. 

 

 

 



 

CONSUMER FIREWORKS ORDINANCE 

 

Section 1. Purpose 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to prohibit the sale and restrict the use of consumer 

fireworks to ensure the safety of the residents and property owners of the Town of 

Chebeague Island and of the general public. 

  

Section 2. Authority 
This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to and consistent with the Municipal Home Rule 

Powers as provided for in Article VIII, Part 2, Section 1 of the Constitution of the State 

of Maine and Title 30-A M.R.S. § 3001, and the provisions of 8 M.R.S. § 223-A. 

  

Section 3. Definitions 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, shall have the 

same meanings ascribed to them as in 8 M.R.S. § 221-A, as may be amended from time 

to time, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

 

Consumer Fireworks.  "Consumer fireworks" has the same meaning as 

in 27 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 555.11 or subsequent 

provision, but includes only products that are tested and certified by a 3rd-

party testing laboratory as conforming with United States Consumer 

Product Safety Commission standards, in accordance with 15 United 

States Code, Chapter 47.  "Consumer fireworks" does not include the 

following products:  

 

A. Missile-type rockets, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by 

rule;  

 

B. Helicopters and aerial spinners, as defined by the State Fire 

Marshal by rule; and  

 

C. Sky rockets and bottle rockets. For purposes of this definition, 

"sky rockets and bottle rockets" means cylindrical tubes 

containing not more than 20 grams of chemical composition, as 

defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule, with a wooden stick 

attached for guidance and stability that rise into the air upon 

ignition and that may produce a burst of color or sound at or 

near the height of flight. 

 

Note: The products listed above in subsections A, B, and C are 

illegal to sell, use or possess in Maine except by State licensed 

pyrotechnicians as part of a permitted fireworks display. 

 



Fireworks.  "Fireworks" means any: 

 

A. Combustible or explosive composition or substance;  

 

B. Combination of explosive compositions or substances;  

 

C. Other article that was prepared for the purpose of producing a 

visible or audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration 

or detonation, including blank cartridges or toy cannons in 

which explosives are used, the type of balloon that requires fire 

underneath to propel it, firecrackers, torpedoes, skyrockets, 

roman candles, bombs, rockets, wheels, colored fires, 

fountains, mines, serpents and other fireworks of like 

construction; 

 

D. Fireworks containing any explosive or flammable compound; 

or  

 

E. Tablets or other device containing any explosive substance or 

flammable compound. 

 

The term "fireworks" does not include consumer fireworks or toy pistols, 

toy canes, toy guns or other devices in which paper caps or plastic caps 

containing 25/100 grains or less of explosive compound are used if they 

are constructed so that the hand can not come in contact with the cap when 

in place for the explosion, toy pistol paper caps or plastic caps that contain 

less than 20/100 grains of explosive mixture, sparklers that do not contain 

magnesium chlorates or perchlorates or signal, antique or replica cannons 

if no projectile is fired. 

 

Section 4.  Sale of Consumer Fireworks Prohibited 
No person shall sell or offer for sale consumer fireworks within the Town of Chebeague 

Island.* 

 

Section 5.  Consumer Fireworks Use Permit Required 
Under conditions specified here and below, a person must first obtain a consumer 

fireworks use permit from the Town of Chebeague Island before using consumer 

fireworks.  An application for a permit must be filed with the Town at least five (5) days 

before the proposed date of use and include, at a minimum, the name and address of the 

applicant, date of application, date of proposed use, hours and duration of use, location of 

use, written permission of landowner if location is not on land owned by applicant or the 

Town, and signature of applicant.  No permit may be issued to an applicant who is less 

than 21 years of age.   

 



The Town may issue a permit if it is found that the use meets the following requirements 

and will not create a fire danger, a danger to the persons at the location of the anticipated 

use, or a danger or nuisance to the general public. 

 

(a) The Town assumes no liability for injuries that result from the use of consumer 

fireworks regardless of the status of a permit. 

 

(b) A permit only may be issued for the following days and during the following 

times: 

 

i. July 3rd, beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 10:00 p.m.; 

 

ii. July 4th, beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 12:30 a.m. the following 

day; 

 

iii. December 31st, beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 12:30 a.m. the 

following day; 

 

iv. January 1st, beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 10:00 p.m. 
 

v. Other dates and rain dates may be determined at the discretion of the 

Town Administrator 

 

(c) A permit only may be issued to use consumer fireworks at the following 

locations: 

  

i. Hamilton Beach; 

 

ii. The Niblic; 

 

iii. Bennett’s Cove; 

 

iv. Chandler’s Cove; 

 

v. The Hook (with permission); 

 

vi. Stone Wharf 
 

vii. Offshore barge at any location at least 100’ from shore 

 

viii. Other locations with permission of owner and Fire Chief 

 

 A map or plan depicting these specific areas will be maintained and posted at the 

Town Office. 
 



Section 6. Acts Prohibited by State Law 
Pursuant to 8 M.R.S. § 223-A, as may be amended from time to time, a person may not 

knowingly procure, or in any way aid or assist in procuring, furnish, give, sell or deliver 

consumer fireworks for or to a person under 21 years of age; or allow a person under 21 

years of age under that person's control or in a place under that person's control to possess 

or use consumer fireworks.  A person under 21 years of age may not purchase, use or 

possess consumer fireworks within the State or present to a person licensed to sell 

consumer fireworks any evidence of age that is false, fraudulent or not actually the 

person's own for the purpose of purchasing consumer fireworks. 

 

Section 7. Violation and Enforcement 

(a) Penalty for sale violation.  Any person who sells consumer fireworks in 

violation of the provisions of this Ordinance shall commit a civil violation 

punishable by a penalty of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) plus attorney’s fees 

and costs, to be recovered by the Town of Chebeague Island for its use.  Each day 

such violation occurs or continues to occur shall constitute a separate violation. 

 

(b) Penalty for use violation.  Any person who uses consumer fireworks in violation 

of the provisions of this Ordinance shall commit a civil violation punishable by a 

penalty of two hundred dollars ($200.00) plus attorney’s fees and costs, to be 

recovered by the Town of Chebeague Island for its use.  Each day such violation 

occurs or continues to occur shall constitute a separate violation. 

  

(c) Injunction.  In addition to any other remedies available at law or equity, the 

Town of Chebeague Island, acting through its Town Administrator, may apply to 

any court of competent jurisdiction to enjoin any planned, anticipated or 

threatened violation of this Ordinance. 

 

(d) Seizure & disposal of consumer fireworks.  The Town may seize consumer 

fireworks that the Town has probable cause to believe are used in violation of this 

Ordinance and shall forfeit seized consumer fireworks to the State for disposal. 
 

Section 8.  Exception 
This Ordinance does not apply to a person issued a fireworks display permit by the State 

of Maine pursuant to 8 M.R.S. § 227-A.  Display has the same meaning as in 8 M.R.S. 

§ 221-A(3). 

 

Section 9.  Severability 
In the event that any section, subsection or portion of this Ordinance shall be declared by 

any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid for any reason, such decision shall not 

be deemed to affect the validity of any other section, subsection or portion of this 

Ordinance. 

 



Section 10. Effective Date 

 This Ordinance shall become immediately effective upon approval at Town Meeting.   

  
*Note:  State law prohibits the sale and possession of all fireworks, with the exception of 

consumer fireworks, which are small fireworks devices as defined under state law.  See 8 

M.R.S. §§ 221-A, 223.  By prohibiting the sale of consumer fireworks, the Town is 

effectively prohibiting the sale of all fireworks in the Town of Chebeague Island. 



Since 2012, it has been legal in Maine to buy and use fireworks, but before you light of 

your Pyrotechnic Motherlode, you might want to check to make sure it's legal in the town 

you're in. 

When the law to allow fireworks sales and use in Maine went into effect, towns had the 

ability to prohibit their sale and use within their town limits. So, although it may be legal 

on the state level, it may not be on the local level. 

Make sure you know the rules in your town before you drop that cash on your 

neighborhood fireworks display. These 45 Maine towns and cities prohibit the use of 

fireworks at all times without a permit. 

Andover 

Auburn 

Augusta 

Bangor 

Bar Harbor 

Bath 

Belfast 

Biddeford 

Boothbay Harbor 

Brunswick 

Bustins Island Village 

Corporation 

Buxton 

Camden 

Cranberry Isles 

Damariscotta 

Dover-Foxcroft 

Eliot 

Falmouth 

Freeport 

Harrison 

Hermon 

Hollis 

Millinocket 

Mount Desert 

North Haven 

North Yarmouth 

Northport 

Norway 

Ogunquit 

Old Orchard Beach 

Orono 

Portland 

Rockland 

Rumford 

Saco 

Sanford 

South Portland 

Southwest Harbor 

Thomaston 

Topsham 

Waterville 

Wayne 

Wells 

Yarmouth 

York 

 

These 52 towns and cities have restrictions on fireworks use. You can find out what 

those restrictions are on the Maine State Fire Marshal's website. 

Alna 

Bridgton 

Brewer 

Calais 

Caribou 

Cumberland 

Dedham 

Deer Isle 

Denmark 

Eastport 

Edgecomb 

Ellsworth 

Fairfield 

Farmingdale 

Gardiner 

Gorham 

Greenwood 

Hallowell 

Hampden 

Harpswell 

Holden 

Houlton 

Jay 

Lewiston 

Limestone 

Lincolnville 

Lisbon 

Livermore Falls 

Long Island 

Madawaska 

Mechanic Falls 

Milo 

Monmouth 

North Berwick 

Oakland 

Old Town 



Randolph 

Sabattus 

Scarborough 

South Thomaston 

Standish 

Surry 

Van Buren 

Vinalhaven 

Waldoboro 

Westbrook 

Wilton 

Windham 

Winslow 

Winthrop 

Wiscasset 

Woodstock 

 

Therefore, 455 Maine towns and cities have no ban or restrictions on consumer 

fireworks. 

 

Title 8: AMUSEMENTS AND SPORTS 
Chapter 9-A: FIREWORKS 

 §221-A. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms 

have the following meanings. [1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW).] 

1. Commissioner.  "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Public Safety or a 

designee. 
[ 1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW) .] 

1-A. Consumer fireworks.   "Consumer fireworks" has the same meaning as in 27 

Code of Federal Regulations, Section 555.11 or subsequent provision, but includes only 

products that are tested and certified by a 3rd-party testing laboratory as conforming with 

United States Consumer Product Safety Commission standards, in accordance with 15 

United States Code, Chapter 47. "Consumer fireworks" does not include the following 

products: 

A. Missile-type rockets, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule; [2011, c. 
416, §1 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
B. Helicopters and aerial spinners, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule; 

and [2011, c. 416, §1 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 

C. Sky rockets and bottle rockets. For purposes of this paragraph, "sky rockets and bottle 

rockets" means cylindrical tubes containing not more than 20 grams of chemical 

composition, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule, with a wooden stick attached 

for guidance and stability that rise into the air upon ignition and that may produce a burst 

of color or sound at or near the height of flight. [2011, c. 416, §1 (NEW); 2011, c. 
416, §9(AFF).] 
[ 2011, c. 416, §1 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .] 

2. Department.  "Department" means the Department of Public Safety. 
[ 1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW) .] 

3. Display.  "Display" means an entertainment feature where the public or a private 

group is admitted or permitted to view the display or discharge of fireworks or special 

effects. "Display" includes a special effects display. 
[ 1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW) .] 

3-A. Fire safety official.  "Fire safety official" means a state or municipal official 

who has authority to enforce life and fire safety laws, statutes, ordinances, rules or 

regulations. 



[ 2011, c. 416, §2 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .] 

4. Fireworks.  "Fireworks" means any: 

A. Combustible or explosive composition or substance; [1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW).] 

B. Combination of explosive compositions or substances; [1999, c. 
671, §2 (NEW).] 

C. Other article that was prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or audible effect 

by combustion, explosion, deflagration or detonation, including blank cartridges or toy 

cannons in which explosives are used, the type of balloon that requires fire underneath to 

propel it, firecrackers, torpedoes, skyrockets, roman candles, bombs, rockets, wheels, 

colored fires, fountains, mines, serpents and other fireworks of like 

construction; [1999, c. 671,§2 (NEW).] 

D. Fireworks containing any explosive or flammable compound; or [1999, c. 
671, §2 (NEW).] 

E. Tablets or other device containing any explosive substance or flammable 

compound. [1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW).] 

The term "fireworks" does not include consumer fireworks or toy pistols, toy canes, toy 

guns or other devices in which paper caps or plastic caps containing 25/100 grains or less 

of explosive compound are used if they are constructed so that the hand can not come in 

contact with the cap when in place for the explosion, toy pistol paper caps or plastic caps 

that contain less than 20/100 grains of explosive mixture, sparklers that do not contain 

magnesium chlorates or perchlorates or signal, antique or replica cannons if no projectile 

is fired. 
[ 2011, c. 416, §3 (AMD); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .] 

5. Fireworks technician.  "Fireworks technician" means a person licensed pursuant 

to section 231 who, by examination, experience and training, has demonstrated the 

required skill and competence in the use and discharge of fireworks to conduct a display 

or special effects display. A fireworks technician is the person who is responsible for 

safety, setting up and conducting the display. 
[ 1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW) .] 

5-A. Flame effect.   "Flame effect" means an effect caused by the use of a solid, 

liquid or gaseous fuel to produce a flame in front of an audience. 
[ 2013, c. 56, §1 (NEW) .] 

5-B. Flame effect technician.   "Flame effect technician" means a person licensed 

pursuant to section 231 who, by examination, experience and training, has demonstrated 

the required skill and competence in the use of flame effects to conduct a display or 

special effects display. A flame effect technician is the person who is responsible for the 

safe use of flame effects and setting up and conducting the flame effects display. 
[ 2013, c. 56, §1 (NEW) .] 

6. Permit.  "Permit" means the nontransferable permission granted by the 

commissioner pursuant to section 227-A to hold a display. 
[ 1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW) .] 

7. Person.  "Person" means any individual, combination of individuals, association, 

municipality, amusement park or other legal or commercial entity. 
[ 1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW) .] 

8. Possession.  "Possession" means the intentional or knowing possession of what 

the possessor knows or believes to be fireworks. 
[ 1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW) .] 



8-A. Proximate audience technician.   "Proximate audience technician" means a 

person licensed pursuant to section 231 who, by examination, experience and training, 

has demonstrated the required skill and competence in the use and discharge of fireworks 

proximate to an audience to conduct a display or special effects display proximate to an 

audience. A proximate audience technician is the person who is responsible for the safety 

of the proximate audience and setting up and conducting the display. 
[ 2013, c. 56, §2 (NEW) .] 

9. Sale or sell.  "Sale" or "sell" means any transfer or delivery of fireworks to a 

person for consideration. 
[ 1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW) .] 

10. Special effects display.  "Special effects display" means an entertainment 

feature using pyrotechnics manufactured or designed to be used with or discharged in 

conjunction with theatrical, musical or similar productions. "Special effects display" 

includes the indoor use of pyrotechnics before a proximate audience. 
[ 1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW) .] 

11. Value.  "Value" is determined in accordance with Title 17-A, section 352, 

subsection 5. 
[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. C, §1 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .] 

SECTION HISTORY 

1999, c. 671, §2 (NEW). 2003, c. 452, §C1 (AMD). 2003, c. 

452, §X2 (AFF). 2011, c. 202, §1 (AMD). 2011, c. 416, §§1-

3 (AMD). 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF). 2013, c. 56, §§1, 2 (AMD). 

 

 

§227-A. Requirements for obtaining permit 

1. Permits; requirements.  A person may not conduct a display without a permit. 

The commissioner shall issue a permit to possess and conduct a fireworks display to an 

applicant who: 

A. Applies in writing to the commissioner for a permit at least 20 days in advance of the 

proposed display; [2003, c. 521, §1 (AMD).] 

B. Applies on forms furnished by the department. An application for a permit must 

include: 

(1) A certificate of public liability insurance in the amount of $1,000,000 to cover loss, 

damage or injuries to persons or property that might result from the display; and 

(2) A site plan for the proposed display depicting a diagram of the grounds or facilities at 

which or in which the display will be held. The diagram must show points of discharge, 

fallout areas, any buildings or other structures in proximity to the display site and the 

location of any audience that may be present. Distances of and distances between the 

points of discharge and any buildings or structures must be stated on the diagram; 

and [2003,c. 521, §1 (AMD).] 

C. Submits with the application fees set out in subsection 3. [1999, c. 
671, §6 (NEW).] 
[ 2003, c. 521, §1 (AMD) .] 

2. Inspection.  Upon receipt of a complete application, the department shall conduct 

an inspection of the proposed display site to determine the hazard posed by the display. 
[ 1999, c. 671, §6 (NEW) .] 



3. Fees.  The fee for a permit is $30 per display and the fee for a site inspection is 

$111. The fee for all monitored indoor pyrotechnic events that occur outside of normal 

business hours is $100. 
[ 2003, c. 521, §2 (AMD) .] 

4. Permits; violation.  A person may not conduct a fireworks display in violation of 

the permit issued under subsection 1. 
[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. C, §6 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .] 

5. Penalties.  The following penalties apply. 

A. A person who conducts a fireworks display without a permit commits a Class D 

crime. [2003, c. 452, Pt. C, §6 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF).] 

B. A person who conducts a fireworks display in violation of a permit issued under 

subsection 1 commits a Class E crime. [2003, c. 452, Pt. C, §6 (NEW); 2003, c. 
452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF).] 
[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. C, §6 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .] 

6. Strict liability.  Violation of this section is a strict liability crime as defined in 

Title 17-A, section 34, subsection 4-A. 
[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. C, §6 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .] 

7. Indoor pyrotechnics.  All indoor pyrotechnic events must be monitored by the 

State Fire Marshal or the State Fire Marshal's designee. 
[ 2003, c. 521, §3 (NEW) .] 

SECTION HISTORY 

1999, c. 671, §6 (NEW). 2001, c. 437, §2 (AMD). 2001, c. 

437, §§6,8 (AFF). 2003, c. 452, §C6 (AMD). 2003, c. 

452, §X2 (AFF). 2003, c. 521, §§1-3 (AMD) 

 



General Guide to Consumer Fireworks Use 

 

If your community has no ordinances restricting or prohibiting the use of consumer 

fireworks in your community, then Maine Public Law Chapter 416, provides the 

following applicable guidelines for using these products. 

 

1. § 223-A. §§ 8 (A) Consumer fireworks may be used between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 

and 10 p.m., except that on the following dates they may be used between the hours of 

9:00 a.m. and 12:30 a.m. the following day: 

(1) July 4th; 

(2) December 31st; and 

(3) The weekends immediately before and after July 4th and December 31st 

. 

2. § 223-A. §§ 8 (B) A person may use consumer fireworks only on that person’s 

property or on the property of a person who has consented to the use of consumer 

fireworks on that property.  A person who violates this subsection commits a civil 

violation for which a fine of not less than $50 and not more than $500, plus court costs, 

may be adjudges for any one offense. 

 

3. § 223-A. §§ 11 (D) A person under 21 years of age may not purchase, use or possess 

consumer fireworks within the State of Maine. 

 

4. §221-A, §§1-A The following products are prohibited for use in Maine. 

A. Missile-type rockets, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule; 

B. Helicopters and aerial spinners, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule; 

and 

C. Sky rockets and bottle rockets. For purposes of this paragraph, "sky rockets 

and bottlerockets" means cylindrical tubes containing not more than 20 grams of 

chemical composition, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule, with a 

wooden stick attached for guidance and stability that rise into the air upon ignition 

and that may produce a burst of color or sound at or near the height of flight. 

 

For additional information contact: 

Inspection Division 

Office of the State Fire Marshal 

45 Commerce Center Drive, Suite 1 

Augusta, Maine 04330 

(207) 626-3870 




























