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Ms. Phoebe Scott, Project Manager,  

Bureau of Land Resources, Southern Maine Office 

 Maine Department of Environmental Protection 

312 Canco Road, Portland, Maine 04103 

 

Re:  Application for NRPA permit  

32 Sandy Point Road, Chebeague Island, Maine 

 

 

Dear Ms. Scott: 

 

 The purpose of this letter is to provide Maine DEP with the Town of Chebeague Island’s 

comments on the proposed shorefront armoring project at 32 Sandy Point Road, Chebeague Island 

(NRPA ATS-91393).  In the fall of 2023, the Town of Chebeague Island received copies of three 

applications for Maine DEP Natural Resources Protection Act permits for three contiguous armoring 

projects on Sandy Point on Chebeague Island.  It is our understanding that two of the three applications 

(Dayton and Hackel), were subsequently withdrawn and a single application, Nottebohm, remains active. 

A few weeks ago, at our request, you provided the town with the file (Nottebohm Plan Set rev2.pdf) 

which consisted of updated plans (only) - 4 sheets with various revision dates from 5/10 through 

6/5/2024 depicting the proposed stabilization project.  Our comments relate to the original narrative 

application and the revised 2024 plans. 

 

The Town’s primary concern relates to the potential impact this project may have on the beach system 

and coastal marine habitat in the area locally known as Sandy Point. The footprint of the proposed 

project is entirely within the boundaries of the Jenks Landing/Waldo Point Unit A05C Coastal Barrier 

Resource System (CBRS) designated by the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service. The United States Coastal 

Barrier Resources Act of 1982, United States Code, Title 16, Section 3509, was enacted to encourage the 

conservation of storm-prone and dynamic coastal barriers by withdrawing the availability of federal 

funding and financial assistance within a designated set of units known as the Coastal Barrier Resources 

System (CBRS). The Jenks Landing /Waldo Point (AO5C) CBRS is one of only 32 designated CBRS units in 

the State of Maine. It is not surprising, that due to their extraordinary scenic, scientific, recreational, 

natural, historic, archeological and economic value,  the Chebeague and Cumberland Land trust holds 

easements on portions of the all the designated CBRS on Chebeague.   

 

In 1985 the Maine Legislature declared that certain areas of the Maine coast, because of their fragile 

nature, valuable habitat and their storm buffering abilities should be protected and conserved in their 

natural state. As outlined in Title 38 Chapter 21, the State of Maine adopts the Federal CRBS as Maine-

designated CBRS in recognition that these dynamic coastal systems are of extraordinary natural, scenic, 

recreational, and economic importance. Maine‘s designation recognizes that CBRS provide vital habitats 

for migratory birds and essential habitat for commercially important species of finfish and shellfish, as 
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well as other aquatic species.  Maine’s CRBS legislation acknowledges that these features should be 

protected and conserved in their natural state. To that end Title 38 Chapter 21 prohibits the use of state 

funds for activities incompatible with sustaining these fragile coastal systems. The law essentially 

prohibits the use of state funds for projects designed to prevent the erosion of, or to otherwise stabilize, 

any inlet, shoreline or inshore area in the CBRS.  As noted in Title 38 Chapter 21 there is an allowance for 

non-structural shoreline stabilization projects designed to mimic, enhance, or restore natural 

stabilization systems.  

We fully understand that there is no proposal to use Federal or State resources to fund this proposed 

project. Nevertheless, the Town requests that the dynamic coastal processes that underlie the CBRS 

designation and the exceptional ecological value of this resource be thoroughly considered in the 

Department’s environmental review of this NRPA permit application. Furthermore, we are concerned 

that this stabilization project may disrupt the natural movement of sand, resulting in increased erosion 

on the beach front and/or the adjacent sand dune and beach system. This project may negatively effect 

the protective nature of the shoreline and may harm fish and wildlife habitat in the area. 

 

A few points that we especially would like you to consider in your review include: 

 

1. The current property owner purchased the property well after the CRBS designation was in 

place.  

2. A thorough consideration of NRPA criteria, with specific attention to:  

• Harm to habitats and fisheries (38 M.R.S. §480-D(3)). When  

• Inhibition of the natural transfer of soil from the terrestrial to the marine environment 

(38 M.R.S. §480-D(2)).  

• Flooding of adjacent properties (38 M.R.S. §480-D(6)).  

• Scenic and aesthetic impacts (38 M.R.S. §480-D(1)).  

 

3. Allowing for some time for the system to recover naturally. CBRS systems are extremely 

dynamic and the  storms of December 2022 and January 2024 were especially severe.  We 

are encouraged to the Department to consider allowing the CRBS system to recover before 

issuing any permits. 

 

4. Requiring a fully nature-based approach to stabilization. 

  

In summary, the town  is requesting that the Department, and any other relevant State agencies, 

conduct a comprehensive technical review of this NRPA permit application with particular attention to 

completeness and accuracy of the application, the potential impacts on the sediment supply to the Jenks 

Landing Coastal Barrier Resource System and potential impacts on the coastal marine habitat.  

The Town would welcome the opportunity to discuss this project with the Selectboard and the larger 

island community. Please let us know if we can provide any additional information that would be useful 

in the review of these NRPA permit applications 








































