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SECTION 101. TITLE 

This Ordinance shall be known as and may be cited as the “Tax Assistance Program” 

ordinance in the Town of Chebeague Island, Maine,” and shall be referred to herein as 

“this Ordinance” or “this chapter”. 

SECTION 102. PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish a program to provide property tax assistance 

to eligible persons who reside in the.  

Under this program, the Town of Chebeague Island will provide refund payments to 

those individuals who qualify for and are beneficiaries of the State of Maine Property 

Tax Fairness Credit pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. §52l9-KK, and who meet the criteria 

established by this Ordinance. 

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3001 and 36 M.R.S.A. §6232. 

SECTION 103. DEFINITIONS 

a) Homestead: For purposes of this Ordinance, "homestead" shall have the same 

meaning as defined in 36 M.R.S.A. § 52l9-KK(l)(C). Generally, a homestead is a 

dwelling owned, rented or held in a trust, life tenancy or similar legal instrument 

for the benefit of the person seeking tax assistance under this Ordinance. The 

dwelling must be occupied by that person and that person's dependents as a home. 

b) Qualifying applicant: A qualifying applicant is a person who is determined by 

the Town Administrator, after review of a complete application under Section 105 

of this Ordinance, to be eligible for a benefit under the terms of this Ordinance. 

  

SECTION 104. CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPATION 

In order to participate in the Property Tax Assistance Program, an applicant shall 

demonstrate all of the following: 

a) The applicant shall have a homestead in the Town of Chebeague Island at the 

time of the application and for the entire year prior to the date of application. 

b) If owned by the applicant, the homestead shall be enrolled in the State of Maine 

Homestead Exemption Program (36 M.R.S.A. §§ 681-689) for the year preceding 

the date of application  

c) The applicant has received a refund under the State of Maine Property Tax 

Fairness Credit (36 M.R.S.A. §5219-KK) for the year preceding the date of 

application. 
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d) Total household income not exceeding an amount equal to 80% of the current 

United States Department of Housing and Urban Development median family 

income for the Town of Chebeague Island for the applicable family size. 

SECTION 105. APPLICATION AND PAYMENT PROCEDURES 

Persons seeking to participate in the Property Tax Assistance Program shall submit a 

written request to the Town Administrator no later than August 1st of the year for which 

the credit is requested. Applications are required every year to participate in this program. 

The Town Administrator shall provide an application form for the program, which shall 

include, at a minimum, the applicant's name, homestead address and contact information. 

Attached to all applications shall be: 

a) proof and dollar amount (copy of check) of any refund under the State of Maine 

Property Tax Fairness Credit Program (36 M.R.S.A. §5219-KK). 

b) proof of household income for the year preceding the date of application.  

SECTION 106. DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY AND AMOUNT OF 

ELIGIBILITY 

The Town Administrator shall review and determine if the application is complete and 

accurate and if the applicant is otherwise eligible to participate in the Program. The Town 

Administrator shall notify an applicant if an application is determined to be incomplete.  

The Town Administrator's determination of eligibility to participate in the Program may 

be appealed to the Board of Selectmen within twenty (20) days of the date of the Town 

Administrator's decision. 

If the Town Administrator determines that the applicant is eligible to participate in the 

Program, the total amount of such eligibility shall be the lesser of the following amounts: 

a) 40% of the amount of the refund awarded by the State under the Property Tax 

Fairness Credit (36 M.R.S.A. §5219-KK) for the tax year preceding the date of 

application; 

b) $360.00 or; 

c) Available monies in the Town of Chebeague Island Local Tax Assistance Fund, 

as prorated among eligible applicants. 

The Town Administrator shall report to the Select Board for its approval at a meeting in 

August each year the total benefit amount and number of eligible applicants to be granted 

assistance from the program fund. 
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SECTION 107. PROGRAM FUND - LIMITATIONS UPON PAYMENTS 

Benefits under this Ordinance shall be conditioned upon the existence of sufficient 

monies in the Tax Assistance reserve account at the time of application. If there are not 

sufficient monies in the program fund to cover all qualifying applicants under this 

Ordinance, benefits shall be limited to the amounts available in the fund and disbursed 

equitably according to Section 106.  

In the event that a lack of funding results in no benefit or less than the full benefit to a 

qualifying applicant, the request will not carry over to the next year. 

SECTION 108. CREATION OF THE PROGRAM FUND 

A reserve account titled “Tax Assistance” shall be created. Funds are raised and 

appropriated for this account at the annual Town Meeting and are disbursed only by 

approval of the Board of Selectmen in accordance with this Ordinance. 

Funds for the Tax Assistance program may only be disbursed from the Tax Assistance 

reserve account and may not be supplemented except by Town Meeting. 

SECTION 109. TIMING OF BENEFITS 

A homeowner who qualifies for a tax benefit under this program shall receive a credit to 

his or her tax account. A renter who qualifies for a tax benefit under this program shall be 

mailed a check in a timely manner. In all cases the benefit shall be equal to the amount 

determined under Section 106 of this Ordinance.  

SECTION 110. LIMITATIONS UPON BENEFITS  

Only one qualifying applicant per household shall be entitled to a benefit under this 

Program each year. The right to file an application under this Ordinance is personal to the 

applicant and does not survive the applicant's death, but the right may be exercised on 

behalf of an applicant by the applicant's legal guardian or attorney-in-fact. 

If an applicant dies after having filed a timely complete application that results in a 

determination of qualification, the amount determined by the Town Administrator shall 

be disbursed to another member of the household as determined by the Chair of the 

Board of Selectmen or the Town Administrator.  

If the applicant was the only member of a household, then no benefit shall be made under 

this Ordinance. 












