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Board of Selectmen Meeting Notice, 

September 26, 2018 
 

 

The Board of Selectmen will hold a Meeting and Public Hearing for Fire 
Works Ordinance on Wednesday, September 26, 2018 at the Chebeague 

Island Hall at 6:00 PM 
 

I. Call Public Meeting to Order 

II. Public Hearing for proposed ordinances regarding the regulation of 

fireworks. 

III. Public Comment for items not on the agenda 

IV. Regular Business 

18-139 Fireworks Ordinance 

To see if the Board will approve two proposed ordinances and preliminary 
warrant article language to bring them before Town Meeting for adoption. 

18-140 Tick-Borne Ad Hoc Subcommittee 
To hear the recommendations of the Tick-Borne Ad Hoc Subcommittee 

18-141 School Renovation 
To see if the Board will take any action related to the change order 

procedure discussed at the joint workshop with the school board held on 
9/25/2018. 

18-142 Road Safety 
A. To hear a report regarding the recent speed assessment performed 

by the County Sheriff’s Office. 

B. To consider placement of additional stop signs. 
 

18-143 Stone Wharf Dredging 
To consider a letter to the ACOE regarding the use of dredging spoils to 

increase the footprint of the Stone Wharf parking area. 
 

V. Communications 
VI. Review and approve prior meeting minutes of September 12, 2018 

VII. Approval of Expense Warrant(s) 
VIII. Other Business 

IX. Adjourn Meeting 
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CONSUMER FIREWORKS PERMIT 
 

 

Date of Application:  __________________________ 

 

Name of Applicant:  __________________________ 

 

Cell phone number of Applicant:  __________________________  

 

Local Chebeague Island land line number:  _____________________  

 

Date of Fireworks Display:  __________________________ 

(July 3rd , July 4th , December 31st or January 1st ) 

Rain Date at the discretion of the Town Administrator  
 

Authorized Times of Display:  __________________________  

(July 3rd:  9am-10pm,  

July 4th:  9am-12:30am,  

Dec. 31st:  9am-12:30am or  

Jan. 1st:  9am-10pm)  

 

Location:  __________________________  

 

 

Applicant –  Signature:      __________________________ 

 

Property Owner (if applicable)  –  Print Name:  __________________________ 

 

Property Owner (if applicable)  –  Signature:   __________________________ 

 

Upland Property Owner (if applicable) –  Print Name:  __________________________ 

 

Upland Property Owner (if applicable) –  Signature:  __________________________ 

 

Fire Chief (or designee) –  Print Name:    __________________________ 

 

Fire Chief (or designee) –  Signature:     __________________________ 

 

 

Town Official – Print Name:     __________________________ 

  

Town Official – Signature:     __________________________ 

  

Date: __________________________ 

 

http://www.townofchebeagueisland.org/


Revised August 23, 2018 

 

DRAFT ARTICLES FOR TOWN MEETING 

Article X: Shall an ordinance entitled “PROHIBITION OF SALE OR USE 

OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS,” identified in Exhibit A, be enacted.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Explanation: This ordinance prohibits the sale or use of consumer fireworks 

except as allowed under a fireworks display permit issued by the State of 

Maine pursuant to Title 8 MRSA Section 227-A.  

 

Article Y: Contingent on the defeat of Article X, shall an ordinance entitled 

“CONSUMER FIREWORKS ORDINANCE,” and identified in Exhibit B, be 

enacted? 

     Explanation:  If Article X fails and the Town votes to allow the sale or use 

of consumer fireworks, this ordinance controls the use of such fireworks, 

limiting the days and locations when and where they may be used.   

     If Article X passes, and the Town votes to prohibit the sale or use of 

consumer fireworks, this article will be declared null and void and will not be 

voted upon. 

 

NOTE:   

Title 8: AMUSEMENTS AND SPORTS 
Chapter 9-A: FIREWORKS 

 §223-A. Sale of consumer fireworks 

2. Municipalities.   The legislative body of a municipality may adopt an ordinance 

to prohibit or restrict the sale or use of consumer fireworks within the municipality. 

Municipalities that prohibit or restrict the sale or use of consumer fireworks shall 

provide to the Office of the State Fire Marshal a copy of the relevant restriction or 

prohibition within 60 days of adoption.  
 

 

 



PROHIBITION OF SALE OR USE OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS 

 

Section 1. Purpose 

 No person shall use, sell, possess with the intent to sell or offer for sale consumer 
fireworks within the Town of Chebeague Island or from any watercraft within the waters 
of the Town of Chebeague Island except as hereinafter provided. 
 
Section 2. Definitions 

i. For the purposes of this ordinance, “consumer fireworks” shall have the 
same meaning as provided in Title 8 MRSA Section 221-A. The term 
consumer fireworks does not include toy pistols, toy canes, toy guns or 
other devices in which paper caps or plastic caps containing 25/100 
grains or less of explosive compound are used if they are constructed so 
that the hand cannot come in contact with the cap when in place for the 
explosion, toy pistol paper caps or plastic caps that contain less than 
20/100 grains of explosive mixture, sparklers that do not contain 
magnesium chlorates or perchlorates or signal, antique or replica 
cannons if no projectile is fired. 
 

ii. This section shall not apply to a person issued a fireworks display permit 
issued by the State of Maine pursuant to Title 8 MRSA Section 227-A. 

 

 

 



 

CONSUMER FIREWORKS ORDINANCE 

 

Section 1. Purpose 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to prohibit the sale and restrict the use of consumer 

fireworks to ensure the safety of the residents and property owners of the Town of 

Chebeague Island and of the general public. 

  

Section 2. Authority 
This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to and consistent with the Municipal Home Rule 

Powers as provided for in Article VIII, Part 2, Section 1 of the Constitution of the State 

of Maine and Title 30-A M.R.S. § 3001, and the provisions of 8 M.R.S. § 223-A. 

  

Section 3. Definitions 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, shall have the 

same meanings ascribed to them as in 8 M.R.S. § 221-A, as may be amended from time 

to time, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

 

Consumer Fireworks.  "Consumer fireworks" has the same meaning as 

in 27 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 555.11 or subsequent 

provision, but includes only products that are tested and certified by a 3rd-

party testing laboratory as conforming with United States Consumer 

Product Safety Commission standards, in accordance with 15 United 

States Code, Chapter 47.  "Consumer fireworks" does not include the 

following products:  

 

A. Missile-type rockets, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by 

rule;  

 

B. Helicopters and aerial spinners, as defined by the State Fire 

Marshal by rule; and  

 

C. Sky rockets and bottle rockets. For purposes of this definition, 

"sky rockets and bottle rockets" means cylindrical tubes 

containing not more than 20 grams of chemical composition, as 

defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule, with a wooden stick 

attached for guidance and stability that rise into the air upon 

ignition and that may produce a burst of color or sound at or 

near the height of flight. 

 

Note: The products listed above in subsections A, B, and C are 

illegal to sell, use or possess in Maine except by State licensed 

pyrotechnicians as part of a permitted fireworks display. 

 



Fireworks.  "Fireworks" means any: 

 

A. Combustible or explosive composition or substance;  

 

B. Combination of explosive compositions or substances;  

 

C. Other article that was prepared for the purpose of producing a 

visible or audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration 

or detonation, including blank cartridges or toy cannons in 

which explosives are used, the type of balloon that requires fire 

underneath to propel it, firecrackers, torpedoes, skyrockets, 

roman candles, bombs, rockets, wheels, colored fires, 

fountains, mines, serpents and other fireworks of like 

construction; 

 

D. Fireworks containing any explosive or flammable compound; 

or  

 

E. Tablets or other device containing any explosive substance or 

flammable compound. 

 

The term "fireworks" does not include consumer fireworks or toy pistols, 

toy canes, toy guns or other devices in which paper caps or plastic caps 

containing 25/100 grains or less of explosive compound are used if they 

are constructed so that the hand can not come in contact with the cap when 

in place for the explosion, toy pistol paper caps or plastic caps that contain 

less than 20/100 grains of explosive mixture, sparklers that do not contain 

magnesium chlorates or perchlorates or signal, antique or replica cannons 

if no projectile is fired. 

 

Section 4.  Sale of Consumer Fireworks Prohibited 
No person shall sell or offer for sale consumer fireworks within the Town of Chebeague 

Island.* 

 

Section 5.  Consumer Fireworks Use Permit Required 
Under conditions specified here and below, a person must first obtain a written consumer 

fireworks use permit from the Town of Chebeague Island before using consumer 

fireworks.  An application for a permit must be filed with the Town at least five (5) days 

before the proposed date of use and include, at a minimum, the name and address of the 

applicant, date of application, date of proposed use, hours and duration of use, location of 

use, written permission of landowner if location is not on land owned by applicant or the 

Town, and signature of applicant.  If the proposed location is in the intertidal zone, 

written permission must be provided by upland landowner(s).  No permit may be issued 

to an applicant who is less than 21 years of age.   

 



The Town may issue a permit if it is found that the use meets the following requirements 

and will not create a fire danger, a danger to the persons at the location of the anticipated 

use, or a danger or nuisance to the general public. 

 

(a) The Town assumes no liability for injuries that result from the use of consumer 

fireworks regardless of the status of a permit. 

 

(b) A permit only may be issued for the following days and during the following 

times: 

 
i. July 3rd, beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 10:00 p.m.; 

 
ii. July 4th, beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 12:30 a.m. the following 

day; 
 

iii. December 31st, beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 12:30 a.m. the 
following day; 

 
iv. January 1st, beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 10:00 p.m. 

 

v. Rain dates may be determined at the discretion of the Town Administrator. 
 

(c) A written permit may be issued to use consumer fireworks on the Island, with 

written permission of (as applicable): 

  
i. The owner;  

 
ii. In the case of intertidal zone sites, any upland landowners; 

 
iii. In the case of Town-owned land or upland sites, the Town Administrator; 

 
iv. The Fire Chief. 

 

(d) Applicants will be responsible for cleaning up any debris left by fireworks 

displays and restoring the area to its previous condition. 
 

Section 6. Acts Prohibited by State Law 
Pursuant to 8 M.R.S. § 223-A, as may be amended from time to time, a person may not 

knowingly procure, or in any way aid or assist in procuring, furnish, give, sell or deliver 

consumer fireworks for or to a person under 21 years of age; or allow a person under 21 

years of age under that person's control or in a place under that person's control to possess 

or use consumer fireworks.  A person under 21 years of age may not purchase, use or 

possess consumer fireworks within the State or present to a person licensed to sell 

consumer fireworks any evidence of age that is false, fraudulent or not actually the 

person's own for the purpose of purchasing consumer fireworks. 

 



Section 7. Violation and Enforcement 

(a) Penalty for sale violation.  Any person who sells consumer fireworks in 

violation of the provisions of this Ordinance shall commit a civil violation 

punishable by a penalty of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) plus attorney’s fees 

and costs, to be recovered by the Town of Chebeague Island for its use.  Each day 

such violation occurs or continues to occur shall constitute a separate violation. 

 

(b) Penalty for use violation.  Any person who uses consumer fireworks in violation 

of the provisions of this Ordinance shall commit a civil violation punishable by a 

penalty of two hundred dollars ($200.00) plus attorney’s fees and costs, to be 

recovered by the Town of Chebeague Island for its use.  Each day such violation 

occurs or continues to occur shall constitute a separate violation. 

  

(c) Injunction.  In addition to any other remedies available at law or equity, the 

Town of Chebeague Island, acting through its Town Administrator, may apply to 

any court of competent jurisdiction to enjoin any planned, anticipated or 

threatened violation of this Ordinance. 

 

(d) Seizure & disposal of consumer fireworks.  The Town may seize consumer 

fireworks that the Town has probable cause to believe are used in violation of this 

Ordinance and shall forfeit seized consumer fireworks to the State for disposal. 
 

Section 8.  Exception 
This Ordinance does not apply to a person issued a fireworks display permit by the State 

of Maine pursuant to 8 M.R.S. § 227-A.  Display has the same meaning as in 8 M.R.S. 

§ 221-A(3). 

 

Section 9.  Severability 
In the event that any section, subsection or portion of this Ordinance shall be declared by 

any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid for any reason, such decision shall not 

be deemed to affect the validity of any other section, subsection or portion of this 

Ordinance. 

 

Section 10. Effective Date 

 This Ordinance shall become immediately effective upon approval at Town Meeting.   

  
*Note:  State law prohibits the sale and possession of all fireworks, with the exception of 

consumer fireworks, which are small fireworks devices as defined under state law.  See 8 

M.R.S. §§ 221-A, 223.  By prohibiting the sale of consumer fireworks, the Town is 

effectively prohibiting the sale of all fireworks in the Town of Chebeague Island. 



Recommendations to the Chebeague Board of Selectmen from 

The Ad hoc Subcommittee on Tick-Borne Diseases 

September 20th   2018 

Mary Holman, Chair 

Stephen Harris, Secretary 

Cecil Doughty 

Anita Anderson, Island Health Officer 

Leila Bisharat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Tick-Borne Disease Ad hoc Subcommittee, (TBD SC) proposes that this Fall and Winter the Town take a 

supportive stance for our deer hunters who have helped to keep the deer population in check. 

We have three recommendations: 

1. A Town-designated Hunt Facilitator; 

2. The preparation of a list/map of properties where the owners welcome hunting; 

3. Support for public awareness and prevention of tick-borne diseases.  

 

Designated Hunt Facilitator 

We recommend that the Selectmen appoint a “Designated Hunt Facilitator” to act as the Town focal point with 

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.  The Designated Hunt Facilitator would help keep track of reports of the kills on the 

island, would collect observations on the population and health of the deer herd, and would share that information 

with the Board of Selectmen when requested. This person would keep track of necessary data, including tags, herd 

locations, number of does killed, etc.  and make pertinent recommendations to the Board, as well as act on the 

Selectmen’s requests and inquiries. The Hunt Facilitator would work directly with Scott Lindsay, the Wildlife Biologist 

with IF&W, to maintain the hunt goals for the year.  

Scott Lindsay has offered to be the Town’s contact at IF&W to receive requests for increased bow hunting, rifle, or 

shotgun seasons; and/or tagging limits.  He has said he would work directly with the Town.  He also encouraged the 

Town to have a single contact person for this function in the Designated Hunt Facilitator.  

The DHF could be anyone with the interest and capability. We believe that these functions could best be performed 

by one of the Selectmen. 

Areas of Chebeague Open to Hunting.  

We recommend that there be a list of property owners who would allow hunting on their property this season, with 

the understanding that hunters themselves would have to follow the Maine hunting law requirement of requesting 

the property owner’s permission to hunt on their land. The TBD SC is ready to work with the Town to prepare this 

list of property owners and a map of the properties open to hunting. This would be available at the Town Office 

upon request.  We do not recommend that this information be posted in public places or on the web. 

Other Support for Hunters  

We hope that further support to hunters might be offered to cover the cost of taking an additional doe and of making 

a freezer available to store tagged meat.  

We think that the Town should not try to obtain extra permits for this season. The emphasis, instead, should be on 

improved tracking and reporting, so that sound decisions can be taken well in advance for the next hunting season. 

We have heard observations by many people that there appear to be fewer fawns this year (perhaps from coyote 

predation). We have reason to believe that the herd remains at approximately 100. 

 

Support for Public Awareness of Tick-Borne Diseases 



The TBD sub-committee requests the Selectmen’s support for its ongoing efforts to make islanders and visitors aware 

of tick-borne diseases and their prevention.  This would include brochures and live presentations.  

These three overarching recommendations should help structure an ongoing oversight of our TBD problem, given 

the accepted association between deer and tick-borne diseases.   

Respectfully Submitted by the TBD SC members.  

 

 


























