
Town of Chebeague Island 
192 North Road 

Chebeague Island, ME  04017 

Phone: 207-846-3148 www.townofchebeagueisland.org Fax-207-846-6413 
 

 

Board of Selectmen Meeting Notice, 

September 13, 2017 
 

 

The Board of Selectmen will hold a Meeting on Wednesday,  

September 13, 2017 at the Island Hall beginning at 5:30 PM in 
Executive Session and a Regular Meeting beginning at 6:00 PM 

 

  
I. Call Meeting to Order  

II. Executive Session 
The Board of Selectmen will hold an Executive Session to discuss 

pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6)(A) a personnel matter regarding our tax 
accessing services.   

III. Call Public Meeting to Order 

IV. Public Hearing for Silin-Lukac Wharfing Out License 
To have the Board of Selectmen hold a Public Hearing to discuss pending 

application for wharfing out license for Sillin-Lukac. 
V. Reports 

Town Administrator 
Town Treasurer 

Code Enforcement Officer 
Public Works Department 

VI. Regular Business 
18-033 Assessing Services 

 To take any actions coming out of the Executive Session. 
18-034 Wharfing Out License 

 To consider approval of a Wharfing Out License for Silkin-Lukac 
pier, ramps, and float. 

18-035 Town Solar Energy Project 
 To discuss a report from ReVision Energy’s Steve Hinchman 
18-036 Paper Streets -Elizabeth Road and Maquoit Road 

 To hear a request from citizens of Chebeague Island to extend 
the Town’s rights in Elizabeth Road to Maquoit Road and Maquoit 

Road to the Town property at Sunset for twenty (20) years and 
to act on same.  

18-037  Road Safety Committee 
 Citizen request to form a committee to discuss how safety on our 

roads can be improved. 
18-038  Compactor for Trash Station 

 To hear a report from the Town Administrator concerning transfer 
station compactor status 

18-039 Warrant for Town Referendum  
 To review and approve a town meeting referendum question for 

November 7, 2017  
18-040 Appointments  

 To approve the Town Clerk’s appointment of Christine Auffant as 
Deputy Town Clerk and 

 To reappoint Ann Thaxter as Chebeague Island Cemetery 

Superintendent 
18-041 Capital Planning Document 

VII. Communications 
VIII. Review and approve prior meeting minutes 

IX. Approval of Expense Warrant(s) 
X. Other Business 

XI. Adjourn Meeting 



Town of Chebeague Island 
192 North Road 

Chebeague Island, ME  04017 
 

Phone: 207-846-3148        townofchebeague@chebeague.net       Fax-207-846-6413 
 

    MEMO 
 
To:   Town of Chebeague Island Board of Selectmen 
From:  Marjorie E. Stratton, Town Administrator 
Date:  September 13, 2017 
Re:  Town Administrator’s Report 
   
 
Aquaculture experimental lease application 
We were notified that the Department of Marine Resources will hold a hearing on the Great Ledge Cove 
Seafood. LLC aquaculture lease application.  The date has not been set. 
 
FY17 Shore and Harbor Grant – Stone Pier 
We have scheduled another public forum to discuss this grant project.  It will coincide with the 
September 27th Selectmen’s meeting. 
 
For the public forum, Collins Engineering will present the alternatives, order of magnitude construction 
costs, and a metrics of planning factors for evaluating the alternatives.  On or before September 13th, 
Collins will send us copies of the alternatives for comment before it goes to the public. 
 
Dredging – Army Corps of Engineers 
On September 6th I had a discussion with William Bartlett, Project Manager, and Ben Loyd, Biologist.  
They have completed the sediment coring and sent the samples to the lab for analysis.  The tests show 
elevated levels of some metals and ph above the reporting limits.  We have requested that the dredged 
materials go to the Portland disposal site which is governed by EPA standards. Because of the findings in 
the initial core samples, we have to do more biological testing to see what is in the sediment.  Mr. 
Bartlett tells me this was unexpected. 
 
The increase in costs is $65,500 and our share is $32,750.  Because September 30th is the end of the 
federal fiscal year, there was some urgency in getting approval for the additional testing.  We could not 
delay our concurrence with the proposal for this meeting September 13th.  I spoke with Jay Corson and 
then gave the approval to proceed with the additional testing and expense.  We currently have $95,438 
in our reserve fund, so it does not involve an additional appropriation.  
 
Bennett’s Cove – Freedom of Access Request 
We have completed the process to the best of our ability.  If you have any more documents, please send 
them along as soon as possible.  My initial estimate was $460.  The final cost was $468.80.  We can 
charge $15.00 per hour after the first hour and twenty cents per page, which is our normal fee.  I did 
give him the option of reviewing the Sunset Landing documents before we copy them as there is an 
overwhelming amount of information.  No one ever stopped by to review these documents.  If more 
copying or time is needed, we will send an additional invoice.   
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Town of Chebeague Island Department of Public Works  
49 Littlefield Road 

Chebeague Island, ME  04017 
 

Phone: 207-846-6419                      ps1@chebeague.net                      Fax-207-846-6413 

 
MONTHLY REPORT 

 
To:   Marjorie Stratton, Town Administrator 

From:  Public Works Department 

Date:  September 4, 2017 

Re:  August 2017 Report of Activities  
 

Work Completed in August 2017 

 

The work listed is a summary of the daily reports on file at Public Works 
   
Do to the numerous tasks accomplished only a summery is listed in the monthly report.  

Our daily reports will have a more detailed account of any of the activities listed. 

  
Town Vehicle/Equipment Maintenance: Sharpen both chainsaws add fuel and bar oil, Change oil and 

filter in backhoe, Grease grader and turn table, add 1-gallon hydraulic oil to grader, grease backhoe, Replace 

town of Cumberland license plate on grader with town of Chebeague Island plate, 

 

Float Maintenance: Check floats and ramps, Repair yellow nonskid pads on Stone Pier CTC ramp, 

 

Monthly Safety Inspections:  Completed July 31, 2017 

 

Regular monthly duties: 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Trash both wharves, push back demo cans, push back brush dump, Meet with TA, Daily-Monthly, 

TA, Fuel and Safety reports, deliver time cards/invoices/credit memos etc. to town office, Trash 

from town garage to transfer station, check roads, check floats and ramps, Update PW road/float 

logs for work done, Update Vehicle maintenance logs for service work done. Clean up shop. Wash 

apron out front of town garage, 

 

Additional activities for Public Works during August 2017: 

 

 Seed and straw Bennetts Cove Ramp area 

 Return speed sign for tech service 

 Screen gravel 

 Order replacement nuts bolts and washers from KL Jack 

 Reconnect compactor to MSW can legs rusted off 

 Order Calcium Chloride flake from Paris Farmers Union 1 roll of Road mat geo textile 

 Clean up DPW yard move plows mow around building 

 Cut brush beside DPW building 

 Bulky Weekend 

 Set up no parking signs for Island Commons 

mailto:ps1@chebeague.net


 Meet ASMG trucks escort to town garage to unload material 

 Assist Gail with removing and disposal of debris at transfer station 

 Process Hazardous Waste from bulky weekend into bulk containers for mainland disposal 

 Pile up Cold Mix Asphalt for paving project 

 Have Hydraulic hose made at Napa Westbrook ship to the island via CBL 

 Pick up 2 pallets Cal Chloride/road mat at Paris Farmers Union in Oxford in F-550 

 Purchase replacement skill saw, paint and misc. at Coastal Ace Hardware Yarmouth 

 Clean up in brush dump on cemetery side 

 Fill potholes on Roses Point Road with gravel 

 Haul trash from haz waste to transfer station for disposal 

 Roadside mowing 

 Mow Sunset Landing and Chandlers Field 

 Weld mowing deck on roadside mower 

 Cold Patch John Small, South Roads, Roy Hill, Stone Pier 

 Change flail blades on mower 

 Load metal demo into can pack can down 

 Get Atlantic service tech set up at transfer station to work on three compactors 

 Cut brush at South and John Small rds. both ends 

 Inspect drainage and ditches 

 Troubleshoot recycle compactor problem and repair 

 Cold patch South Road at Hal/Doughty Market large holes 

 Inspect South and Roy Hill Road cross culvert with Wayne Dyer 

 Roadside mowing at intersections for better visibility 

 Cold patch entrance to transfer station 

 Clean, fuel and return roadside mower 

 Remove debris from Jenks Rd 

 Grade Roy Hill and Littlefield Rd’s 

 Add Mulch to bank in brush dump 

 Refill gas cans at Boatyard 

 Test drive F-250 CEO Nick truck check brakes and noise 

 Meet Atlantic Recycle and transport to TS to check over recycle compactor and test for problems 

 Replant trees (replacing dead ones) at Sunset Landing. 

 Add water to the roads all gravel roads 

  

 

Communications:  

 

 Peter Caughlin Maine Local Roads Program Road inventory/inspect Firehouse Rd. 

 Order 2 loads cold patch LPA/Crooker 

 Jerry Douglass ASMG inspect paving areas 

 Meet with TA/Atlantic Recycling Re; compactor maintenance work 

 Set up yearly maintenance and F-550 vehicle safety inspection with Rowe Ford 

 Set up CTC barge trip for F-550 

 Order Diesel fuel additive from Atlantic fuel injection 

 Confirm delivery and barge for roadside mower with LPA/HPF 

 Portland North Truck Center update on Truck 4 condition and list of work needed to get a safety 

inspection sticker. To be presented to the TA. 

 FOAA Request Bennett’s Cove, LPA, etc. 



 Contact Me. State Police Inspections Re; inspections tests still waiting. 

 Set up barging for Atlantic Recycling service truck 

 Contact RCM Re DPW radio FCC license renewal 

 Rowe Ford Re: town account 

 Confirm return of mower LPA/HPF 

 Contact HPF Re; Spinner mount for tailgate sander on Truck 4 

 Order replacement dump body from Messer Truck Equip 

 Place work order with Portland North Truck Center for repairs to Truck 4 

 Email S A Mclean Re: used plow and wing for Truck 4 

 Contact LPA to set up barge times for over the road fuel delivery 

 Contact LPA for barge times to deliver and return road sweeper prior to paving. 

 Cold patch South Road, Fenderson, Old Cart Rd’s 

 Gravel to Soule and Fenderson Rd’s for potholes 

  

                                

 

 

Diesel Fuel Consumption: 

 

390.4 Gallons of diesel in white tank. 

Approximately. 300 +/- gallons in red tank   

Both filled 9-28-16 with fuel additive put in both tanks. 

Diesel Fuel consumed 339.0* gallons from July 31, 2017 to September 4, 2017 

*all town vehicles are included in total fuel consumed 

Fire Dept.: 0.0   School Bus: 47.5   Public Works: 291.5 

 

Goals for September 2017: 
                     

 Potholes gravel/asphalt 

 Monthly and Daily duties  

 Screen road gravel 

 Add gravel to roads   

 Paint bathroom and break room in Town Garage (bad weather work) 

 Ditching/Drainage Bar Point Road 

 Clean up behind and around sand shed 

  Paint plows for winter (October or bad weather) 

 Repair/replace hydraulic valve cable on T-4 (need to order) 

 Dust control roads/transfer station 

 Service Boom truck replace rotted decking on bed (fall) 

 Electronic Waste transport to Chandlers wharf 

 Yellow nonskid pads on float ramps (change in fall) 

 Build replacement Storm float for Stone Pier 

 Replace steel rollers on stone Pier CTC float and adjust chains 

 Vegetation Management all roads 

 Add screened gravel to lower Fenderson Rd.  

 Ditching 

 Repair/replace 1 corner board & Door jambs for overhead doors with new metal trim 

 Preparation for paving South/John Small Rds. 



 Rebuild sander drive on T-6 (have parts) (October) 

 Inspect and paint all exterior fuel tanks, town office/fire station, 2 diesel fuel tanks at DPW 

 Clean up Freon appliances (ready for processing) 

 Transfer Hazardous Waste from Bulky Weekend and transfer station to disposal company 

 Assist with paving project traffic control 

 Haul Stone Pier floats December 

 Culvert installations, Bar Point, Broad Reach, East Shore Drive 

 Patch deep rutting in hill on Fenderson Rd with cold patch. 

 Waldo Point Road rebuild/add gravel. 

 Chip Brush Dump and relocate chips/mulch 

 Install no Parking Anytime sign at turn around on South Shore Drive. 

 Install Stop Sign at South Road/Roy Hill Road intersection 

 Repair Roy Hill Road transition from gravel to pavement transition 

 Follow-up on Truck 4 repairs, truck needs to be in service by November 1, if possible. 

  

The goals listed are intended to be achieved optimistically. 

Other additional work and or calls for service may override the above list. 

Any work not completed will be forwarded to the next month to be completed. 

Work load is prioritized according to: Town Administrator priority requests, emergency service, time/date, 

weather sensitive and material availability.   

 



From: David Hill [mailto:drhill@chebeague.net] 

Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2017 1:15 PM 

To: Marjorie Stratton <townadmin@chebeague.net>; Jay Corson 

<jaycorson@live.com> 

Cc: Mark Dyer <markdyer@chebeague.net>; Herb Maine <herb@chebeague.net>; 

Jean-Louis Beaupre <bo.chebeague@outlook.com> 

Subject: Request for Agenda Item 

 

Dear Marjorie and Jay: 

 

As a selectman, I along with several Chebeague Island citizens, are 

requesting the following agenda item for the September 13, 2017 Board of 

Selectmen meeting : 

 

"To hear a request from citizens of Chebeague to extend the Town's rights in 

Elizabeth Road to Maquoit Road and Maquoit Road to the Town property at 

Sunset for 20 years and to act on the same." 

 

I ask that the request and the accompanying documents be placed in the 

selectmen's packets for the meeting. 

 

I further request that the Town Attorney be present to answer any legal 

issues that may arise in the discussion of this issue.  

 

Respectfully yours, 

David R. Hill 

Member, Chebeague Island Board of Selectmen 
 

mailto:drhill@chebeague.net
mailto:townadmin@chebeague.net
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mailto:markdyer@chebeague.net
mailto:herb@chebeague.net
mailto:bo.chebeague@outlook.com
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Request for Agenda Item 

We, the undersigned, request that the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Chebeague Island include the 

following agenda item for consideration at the September 13, 2017 meeting: 

Paper Streets 

To hear a request from citizens of Chebeague to extend the Town's rights in Elizabeth Road to 

Maquoit Road and Maquoit Road to the Town property at Sunset for 20 years and to act on the same. 

We request consideration of the following resolutions: 

A. Extend the Town’s right to accept the section of the paper street known as Elizabeth Road 

(currently Sunset Road) for 20 years (from North Road to the intersection of Elizabeth Road and Lot 

5) as shown on the Plan of Sunset Beach Subdivision and recorded July 22, 1907 in the Cumberland 

County Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 11, Page 55.  

B. Extend the Town’s right to accept the section of the paper street known as Maquoit (from Elizabeth 

Road to the intersection with the Town’s Sunset property*) for 20 years as shown on the Plan of 

Sunset Beach Subdivision and recorded July 22, 1907 in the Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 

in Plan Book 11, Page 55.  

* The Town’s Sunset property is shown on the boundary survey by Nadeau 

Land Surveys for the Town of Chebeague Island dated July 21, 2014. 

Rationale: 

1. In the original draft warrant for the June 10, 2017 Town Meeting the Board of Selectmen 

recommended extending the rights to Elizabeth and Maquoit roads - on the advice of the Town 

Attorney.  The Board of Selectmen removed their recommendation when a similar citizen-

petitioned measure was added to the warrant.  

2. While the citizen-petitioned measure was rejected at the Town Meeting by a majority of the 

members of the public present, that vote was advisory only.  The discussion was confusing and 

several members of the public have subsequently stated that they did not understand the 

consequences of vacating rights.    

3. The Town Attorney has stated that vacating rights to the paper streets could limit the Town’s ability 

to provide unrestricted access to its property at Sunset as well as its ability to maintain and 

improve the right of way to its property. 

4. The citizens of the Town of Chebeague have not decided what the future use of the Sunset 

property will be.  Until such time, all options to maintain unrestricted access to the property should 

be retained. 

5. Extending rights preserves the status quo for the named road segments only.   Any action to adopt the 

named paper streets as Town roads will require approval at a future Town Meeting. 

6. The Board of Selectmen should follow the Town Attorney’s advice regarding preserving access to 

the Town property until issues with the right of way can be settled. 
For a detailed explanation of the case for preserving access, please see attached “The Case for 

Preserving Access to the Sunset Property” 

Martha Hamilton Doughty, Mark Dyer, David Hill, Mary Holt, Beverly Johnson, Carol Sabasteanski, Vail Traina, and 

the CTC Board of Directors (As a board and individually:  Mike Conroy, Wayne Dyer, Specs Eaton, Lew Holman, 

Pat Murray, Topher Neumann, John Rent, Sue Sawyer, Susan Stranahan, Geoff Summa).  
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The Case for Preserving Access to the Sunset Property 

At the June 10, 2017 Town Meeting, Chebeague’s citizens voted to accept as Town Roads certain “paper 

streets” on the East End and at Division Point.   These roads were accepted because they are existing, 

traveled roads that benefit the public.  

However, at the same meeting, in an advisory vote, citizens rejected retaining rights for twenty years to 

one other existing, traveled road – Sunset Road, aka Elizabeth Road.  Also not carried over was a section 

of the Maquoit Road paper street, believed to provide access from Sunset Road to the Town-owned 

property on the shore.  The discussion was confusing to say the least.  Since the Meeting several citizens 

have indicated that they did not understand that their votes actually advised the selectmen to abandon 

the public’s unrestricted access to its property and the Town’s right to create a Town road in the future, 

not just now.   They were further confused when some argued that the Town already has unrestricted 

access to its property without the paper streets.   This is not the case. 

The fact is that while there is currently a private right-of-way existing to the Town property, such access 

may be limited to residential use of the property.  If the Town decided to improve its right of way, it 

could not do so without permission of the owner of the land under the right of way. The Town’s deed to 

the right of way does not include any provisions for its maintenance or improvement.  The Town’s 

attorney has stated that the Town’s ability to develop the property for uses other than residential and 

to widen and/or improve the road might be challenged if the Town gives up its right to the paper streets 

(see letter from the Town Attorney on June 13, 2016, excerpts attached).  An improved road to Sunset 

may be necessary in the future for a variety of reasons.  But that may not occur, even for residential use, 

if it’s not a Town road.  

Should the Town decide to improve the Sunset property to encourage more public use of the parcel, 

develop it for Town purposes or even sell it to a residential developer, the Town Attorney’s concerns 

could limit the Town’s use of its own land and make it less desirable (and less valuable) if the Town 

decided to sell the property.  If the Town does ultimately hope to develop the Sunset property into 

anything other than residential, such as a new Town Hall, there could be challenges including the specter 

of lawsuits, the use of eminent domain, and the cost of land acquisition.  Such outcomes would be 

expensive and unpleasant and can be avoided if rights to the paper streets are retained.  

The abandonment of the Sunset property roads known as Maquoit and Elizabeth is a mistake.  While the 

voters at Town Meeting may have intentionally or unintentionally advised the Selectmen to do so, that 

vote was advisory only, and the ultimate decision rests with the Board of Selectmen.  The Board of 

Selectmen has until September 25, 2017 to take action or the paper streets will be abandoned.  You can 

grant the Town twenty more years to decide how the citizens wish to proceed and, in so doing, the 

status quo since 1987 will be preserved. 

It makes no sense to have a Town property that does not have the potential to be accessible by a Town 

Road with no restrictions.  The dangers of inaction are clear:  Future use of the Sunset property could be 

costly and divisive. The cost of preserving the Town’s interest in the Sunset property roads at this time 

is zero dollars. The Selectmen should follow the advice of the Town Attorney (and their own prior vote 

to extend rights) and extend the rights to the paper streets until unrestricted access to its property and 

the ability to maintain/improve the right of way can be secured, subject to final approval at a future 

Town Meeting.    
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Following are emails and legal opinions from the Town Attorney which clearly prove that the public vote 

at the Town Meeting was advisory only and that unrestricted access to the Town property and the Town’s 

ability to improve the right of way are not currently guaranteed. 

 

  

EXCERPTS FROM A LETTER FROM TOWN ATTORNEY REID HAYTON-HULL 

TO MARJORIE STRATTON, JUNE 13, 2016 REGARDING POSSIBLE 

LIMITATION ON ACCESS TO THE TOWN PROPERTY IF RIGHTS TO THE 

PAPER STREETS ARE ABANDONED. 

 

“However, because the rights were conveyed to private landowners, the scope of intended use 

was presumably limited to that use that private landowners would make of the roads in a 

residential subdivision….Were the Town’s rights in the right of way limited to the private rights 

appurtenant to the Town Lot, the Town may be somewhat constrained in the uses to which it 

could put the Town Lot.  However, as discussed below, because the incipient rights of the 

public in the road have been preserved – at least for the time being – in Elizabeth Road, the 

Town has the option of “accepting” the public’s rights in the roadway, which will also have the 

effect of expanding the uses to which the Town Lot may be put. 

… 

“The [abutters] acknowledge the Town’s private rights by virtue of its ownership of the Lot; 

however, the scope of the rights may not be adequate for the Town’s intended use of the Town 

Lot.  It may therefore be necessary for the Town to accept the public’s rights in Elizabeth Road 

in order to facilitate the Town’s intentions.” 
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INFORMATION REGARDING THE AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD OF 

SELECTMEN TO EXTEND RIGHTS IN PAPER STREETS WITHOUT 

APPROVAL AT A TOWN MEETING 

****************************************************************************************************************************  

Title 23: TRANSPORTATION 

Part 3: LOCAL HIGHWAY LAW 

Chapter 304: ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR HIGHWAY PURPOSES 

<http://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/23/title23sec3033.html>§3033 

 

§3032. Proposed, unaccepted ways deemed vacated 

 

1. Deemed vacation. 

[ 1997, c. 386, §1 (RP) .] 

1-A. Deemed vacation.  A proposed, unaccepted way or portion of a proposed, unaccepted way 

laid out on a subdivision plan recorded in the registry of deeds prior to September 29, 1987 is 

deemed to have been subject to an order of vacation under section 3027 if, by the later of 15 

years after the date of the recording of the subdivision plan laying out the way or portion of the 

way or September 29, 1997, both of the following conditions have been met: 

A. The way or portion of the way has not been constructed or used as a way; and [1997, c. 386, 

§2 (NEW).] 

B. The way or portion of the way has not been accepted as a town, county or state way or 

highway or as a public, utility or recreational easement. [1997, c. 386, §2 (NEW).] 

A way or portion of a way considered vacated under this subsection is subject to section 3033. 

[ 1997, c. 386, §2 (NEW) .] 

2. Extensions.  The municipal officers of the affected municipality may except a proposed, 

unaccepted way or portion of a proposed, unaccepted way described in subsection 1-A from 

the operation of the time limitations of that subsection by filing, in the registry of deeds where 

the subdivision plan is recorded, a notice stating that the way or portion of the way is excepted 

from the operation of subsection 1-A for a period of 20 years from the filing of the notice. To be 

effective, this exception must be filed prior to the expiration of the time limitations of subsection 

1-A. An extension accomplished under this subsection may be extended by the municipal 

officers for a subsequent 20-year period by the filing of a new notice within the preceding 20-

year extension period. 

[ 1997, c. 683, Pt. B, §10 (AMD); 1997, c. 683, Pt. B, §11 (AFF) .] 

 

************************************************************************************************************ 

  

http://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/23/title23sec3033.html
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From: Natalie L. Burns [mailto:nburns@JBGH.com] 

>Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2017 2:51 PM 

>To: 'Marjorie Stratton' <townadmin@chebeague.net> 

>Subject: RE: Sunset paper streets 

> 

>Marjorie, 

> 

>There are several different issues here, so I'll try to address them all. 

> 

>1.  I do not know the current ownership of the various streets in the Sunset subdivision and so 

cannot offer any opinion on whether the paper streets in the Sunset subdivision are owned in 

fee to the centerline by the abutting property owners, which is the presumption under State law, 

or whether someone who is a successor in interest to the original subdivider has claimed these 

rights.  This would require some title research if there is a concern about this issue. 

> 

>2.  The extension period in 23 M.R.S.A. Sec. 3032 creates a maximum period of 20 years.  If 

the Town would like to do something sooner than that, it can do so.  Those actions could 

include a vacation pursuant to 23 M.R.S.A. Sec. 3027 or an acceptance pursuant to 23 

M.R.S.A. Sec. 3025. Acceptance would require a Town Meeting vote; vacation is done by the 

municipal officers.  If it is going to be accepted as a Town road, the dedication should be of the 

fee interest and not just an easement/right-of-way. 

> 

>However, failure to extend the Town's rights under Sec. 3032 will cause the existing rights 

under the statute to be lost.  Any Town road or public easement could then only be established 

through laying out and taking, including the payment of damages, or through a grant from the 

property owners upon terms negotiated by the Town and the property owners.  Laying out is 

done by the municipal officers, but the approval of the payment of damages must be done by 

the Town Meeting; as discussed above, the acceptance would also require a Town Meeting 

vote. 

> 

>In this case, the acceptance of a deed for a road or easement could be done by a subsequent 

Town Meeting and if a vacation or other action is necessary, the Selectboard could do that after 

the acceptance.  It should be kept in mind that 

> 

>3.  If Article 9 is the one that was generated by citizen petition, it cannot be changed; it must 

be placed on the warrant as drafted by the citizens, as required by 30-A M.R.S.A. Sec. 2522. 

> 

>4.  There is some confusion about the effect of the petitioned article. The decision on the 

extension is made by the Selectboard.  That does not preclude a citizen petition for a warrant 

article.  While the article will not serve to extend the Town's right to accept the streets, it will 

inform the Selectboard of the will of the Town Meeting participants. 

> 

>The Selectboard can continue to work with the Stewarts.  Since this includes surveying, title 

work and legal drafting, it will not be done in time to add an article to the Town Meeting warrant 

mailto:nburns@JBGH.com
mailto:townadmin@chebeague.net
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for June 10.  The Stewarts and the Town should not rush this process as it affects 

property rights for both and any error will be costly to remedy.  If a special Town Meeting cannot 

be held in advance of the Town's deadline for extension of rights in paper streets, then the 

Selectboard should proceed with its plan to extend rights in the affected street or streets and 

then take the necessary actions as discussed above to create permanent access. 

> 

>There was also discussion of having an agreement with the Stewarts. Since the agreement 

affects the Town's interest in property, it would require approval by Town Meeting. 

> 

>Let me know if you have additional questions. 

> 

>Thanks, 

>Natalie 

> 

> 

>Natalie L. Burns, Esq. 

>Jensen Baird Gardner & Henry 

>Ten Free Street 

>P.O. Box 4510 

>Portland, Maine 04112-4510 

>207-775-7271 or 800-756-1166 

>Fax: 207-775-7935 

>nburns@jbgh.com 

 

************************************************************************************* 

From: "Natalie L. Burns" <<mailto:nburns@JBGH.com>nburns@JBGH.com> 

Date: May 30, 2017 at 5:16:38 PM EDT 

To: 'David Hill' <<mailto:drhill@chebeague.net>drhill@chebeague.net>, 'Marjorie Stratton' 

<<mailto:townadmin@chebeague.net>townadmin@chebeague.net> 

Cc: 'James Stewart' <<mailto:jamesstewart7777@gmail.com>jamesstewart7777@gmail.com> 

Subject: RE: FW: Sunset paper streets 

 

You have a couple of options.  First, you could move to amend Article 9 at the Town Meeting or 

you could move to indefinitely postpone it, after explaining why you are doing that.  Second, the 

Selectboard could place a competing article on the warrant, but that presents a few 

difficulties.  If both Articles pass, you don't have a clear direction, although the Selectboard still 

retains its legal authority on the extension of the rights.  It also could be confusing even with a 

clear explanation. 

 

Natalie L. Burns, Esq. 

Jensen Baird Gardner & Henry 

Ten Free Street 

P.O. Box 4510 

Portland, Maine 04112-4510 

207-775-7271 or 800-756-1166 
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*********************************************************************************** 

From: "Marjorie Stratton" <townadmin@chebeague.net> 

To: "'David Hill'" <drhill@chebeague.net>, 

        "'Natalie L. Burns'" <nburns@JBGH.com> 

Cc: "'James Stewart'" <jamesstewart7777@gmail.com> 

Subject: RE: Attorney for Sunset Subdivision 

Date: Tue, 30 May 2017 12:37:17 -0400 

X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook 15.0 

Thread-Index: AQNTVSu2gdOiCZpz88chVdzqGZrd8p8MGICQ 

 

Good afternoon, 

 

I'm sorry, I just got back this morning from the long weekend.  I forwarded the last email to our 

attorney, Natalie L. Burns at Jensen, Baird. 

 

David, I asked Natalie to respond about your requests.  I will try to answer in brief. 

 

I called Natalie after reading your email and she agrees that there just isn't enough time to do 

all of the prep work needed to accept these paper streets as town roads and execute a new 

right-of-way agreement between the Stewarts and the Town.  It just isn't feasible.  We are 

posting the warrant today and Article 9 is a petitioned article.  We can't change the wording. 

 

Please remember that this article is advisory only.  It is up to the Municipal Officers to decide 

about extending the Town's rights in the paper streets.  I know the Board of Selectmen will take 

the vote seriously, but what this article says is not that far off from what the Selectmen were 

going to do anyway 

 

In any case, I want to see what Natalie has to say.  She will also be at our 

Annual Meeting. 

 

Marjorie 

 

Marjorie E. Stratton, Town Administrator 

Town of Chebeague Island, Maine 
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TOWN OF CHEBEAGUE ISLAND, MAINE 

SPECIAL REFERENDUM WARRANT  

NOVEMBER 7, 2017 
 

County of Cumberland, ss.      State of Maine 

 

To:  Christine Auffant, Resident of Chebeague Island, in the County of Cumberland, 

State of Maine, 

 

Greeting: 

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the 

inhabitants of the Town of Chebeague Island in said county and state, qualified by law to 

vote in town affairs, to meet at the Chebeague Island Hall Community Center, 247 

South Road in said Town on Tuesday, the 7th day of November 2017, at 8 o'clock in the 

morning until 8 o’clock in the evening, then and there to act upon Article 1 through 3 set 

out below, to wit: 

 

 

 Article 1.  To choose a moderator by written ballot to preside at said meeting. 

 

 

Article 2.  Shall the Town’s general obligation bonds (and notes in anticipation 

therof) be authorized in an amount not to exceed $1,355,000 to finance the renovation, 

expansion and equipping of the Chebeague Island School, with such bonds and notes 

having such dates, maturities, denominations, interest rate(s) and other details (including 

provisions for redemption prior to maturity as Treasurer and the Chairman of the Board 

of Selectmen shall determine? 

 

The Chebeague Island Board of Selectmen recommends that the question be adopted. 

The Chebeague Island School Board recommends that the question be adopted. 

 

 

 

TREASURER’S STATEMENT 

 

The undersigned Treasurer of the Town of Chebeague Island hereby provides the 

following statement as required by 30-A MRSA § 5772(2-A). 

 

 

A. Town Debt: 

1. Bonds outstanding and unpaid (a/o June 30, 2017): $ 2,079,939 

2. Bonds authorized but unissued: $ 0 

3. Bonds to be issued if Question 1 is adopted:  $ 1,355,000 

 

 

 

 



 

 

B. Costs: 

The anticipated average interest rate on the proposed bonds is between 2.75% and 

3.50%.  Assuming an average rate of 3.00%, and a 20 year term, the estimated cost of 

the new bonds will be: 

 

Bond Principal:  $1,355,000 

Estimated Interest Cost:     426,825 

Total Estimated Debt Service:  $1,781,825 

 

C. Validity: 

The foregoing represents an estimate of costs associated with the financing and such 

estimates will change due to market conditions.  The validity of the voters’ 

ratification of the bonds shall not be affected by any errors in the foregoing estimates 

and the ratification by the voters is conclusive and the validity of the bond issue is not 

affected by reason of any variance of actual costs from the estimates provided above. 

 

 

________________________________ 

Treasurer, Town of Chebeague Island 

 

 

Article 3. To adjourn the meeeting after the closing of the poll at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Registrar of Voters will be available at the Chebeague Island Hall and 

Community Center from 8:00 a.m., on November 7, 2017 until adjournment of Town 

Meeting for the purpose of correcting the list of voters. 

 

 Given under our hands this 13th day of September, Two Thousand and Seventeen 

(2017), A.D. 

 

John H. Corson  _________________________________ 

 

Herbert Maine             _________________________________ 

 

David Hill        _________________________________ 

 

Jean-Louis Beaupre  _________________________________ 

 

Mark Dyer   _________________________________ 

   

 

Selectmen of Chebeague Island 

A True Copy 

 

Attest:    ____________________________________ 

Viktoria Johnson, Town Clerk          




