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What are critical natural
resources?

- They are natural habitats essential to wildlife and
native plants, especially rare and endangered species.

Why worry about them?
They have intrinsic beauty and value.
They are economically important because they
are part of the foundation of the Town’s

attraction as a vacation destination.
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Kinds of natural habitats in the
Town of Chebeague Island

- Shorelands + The outer islands
- Beaches - Uplands
- Coastal wetlands ~ Wetlands
- Rocky shores - Forest
- Coastal bluffs - Animal habitat blocks

- Floodplains
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Beaches:

A dynamic and
harsh environment

bk

Chebeague does not have
large sand dunes, but all
beaches have at least a berm
at the upland edge of the
beach. This needs to be
stabilized by vegetation such
as beach grass and even
poison ivy.

Beaches are habitat for

Surf clams and
horseshoe crabs

Piping plovers and least
terns nest on them
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Coastal Wetlands:
Fringing Marshes

Chebeague does not have
large tidal marshes that
are found in estuaries like
the Cousins River. But
Chebeague has smaller
versions of these tidal
marshes that “fringe”
areas like Johnson Cove.
They are fed by the mud
bluffs. Streams like the
Cricks create tidal gullies
and wash the mud into
the Bay.

This marsh creates
excellent habitat for
clams
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Coastal Wetlands:
Freshwater

Marshes
Behind the berm at the
top of a beach there is
often a depression that
becomes a fresh-water
wetland as streams and
stormwater rivulets get
close to the shore.

They provide high-value
habitat for breeding,
feeding, roosting and
staging areas for
migration for many
waterfowl and wading

birds.
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Are these wetlands protected?

Chebeague’s fringing marshes are
- Johnson Cove
- Others, unidentified

Chebeague’s coastal freshwater marshes are:

Springettes

- Rose Point*

- Sandy Point*

- Bennett Cove

- Chandler’s Cove*
- Indian Point Cove*

Wetlands with * are protected by public ownership or conservation easement.
The others are not.
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Rocky Shores and Coastal Bluffs

Coastal Bluff Hazards

Steep Slopes
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The QOuter Islands

* Bird nesting
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Seabird Nesting Islands and Seal
Haulouts

Seabird and Seal Habitats
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that will be flooded in the 100
year and 500 year storms.

. o N @
Floodplains include the areas .
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The only difference between
the 100 year and 500 year
storms on Chebeague is that
a small bit more of the stream
in Chandler’s Cove would be
flooded in the 500 year
storm.

Another aspect of flooding is
high wind. All of the areas
along Chebeague’s east
shore, and all the islands to
the east of Great Chebeague
(shown here in the blue

triangle which a somewhat N N
genera“zed representation) + — — Miles

Town of Chebeague GIS T. Youngs 3118/08

are subject to flooding driven Data Source: Maine ffice of G5, Spatil Alernatves,
Town of Chebeague
by wind.
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Shoreland Zoning

- All land within 250 feet of the shores of all of
the Town’s islands is regulated by the State’s
mandatory Shoreland Zoning.

+ These regulations are designed to protect not
only coastal natural environments but also
working waterfronts.

+ The only “Resource Protection” zone in the
TOCI Zoning Ordinance is the RP in the

Shoreland Zoning
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Upland Wetlands

“Chebeague” is supposed to mean “land of many springs” in
Abanaki

We have springs that produce streams where the land is
steep, and springs that produce wetlands where land is flatter.

Forested wetlands provide high value habitat for animals from
salamanders and frogs to muskrats, deer and many birds.

Down-slope wetlands collect rain, allow sediments to settle
and feed The Cricks

Vernal pools — to be explored next spring.
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Streams

- Streams on the west side of Chebeague,
where the land slopes fairly steeply, originate
in springs downhill from North Road and are
short, sometimes with deep ravines.

- Streams on the east side of the island where
the slope is longer and more gradual originate
in forested wetlands. The largest end at The
Cricks, Chandler’s Cove and Springettes.
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Upland Wetlands Wetlands and Streams
and Streams

Chebeague has large
forested wetlands on the
east side of the island,
especially between the
Historical Society and
Littlefield Road, on Rose
Point and around
Chandler’s Cove.

These wetlands absorb
stormwater and allow
sediments to settle out
before the water flows
down to the Bay. They
also provide good animal
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Habitat blocks

-+ At 1,926 acres, with a long-standing pattern of
roads, Chebeague does not have large,
unbroken areas of habitat. But our roads are
narrow and often unpaved, and much of the
land is covered with second-growth forest

which makes the habitat better than just
“suburban” habitat.
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Animals on the island include raccoons,
foxes, deer, hares, turkey, raptors

Deer - Beaver

(Bev Johnson) (Bev Johnson)
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Scenic Vistas

We need to find out
about this. Take
any blank map of
Chebeague or the
whole Town and
show us what your
favorite scenic
places and views
are. Send the map
to Beth Howe, 168
South Road,
Chebeague 04017
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